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Where were all those 
style-conscious equipment buyers 


when they were needed? 


By Gary Owens 


An operators environment that 
makes tractor work bearable— 
definitely an idea whose time 
has come in the 1970s. But the 
tractor-cum-family-auto concept 
is still waiting. 


The Comfortractor at the Continental Divide. Why there? Perhaps to show that it could keep one cozy at 11,315 ft., 


MTHIRTY-EIGHT years ago this 
winter, the American Farmer stood 
on the verge of another bright new 
epoch—stood there and _ twiddled 
his thumbs. 

A century earlier, he had bought 
John Deere’s first steel plow. He 
had bought McCormick’s reaper 
and hundreds of other, less grand 


inventions. In the 20’s and 30's he 
had finally turned Dobbin out to 
pasture and bought a tractor. 
When rubber tires replaced steel- 
lugged wheels in 1932, he bought 
rubber tires. But he was blamed if 
he was going to be talked into 
buying a Com/ortractor. 

Still, it was a great invention, the 


thanks to the heater. 


We're told that another photo was made at the time of a man and woman, both in faultless evening attire, dismounting from a 
Gomitortractor to enter New York’s el Stork Olub. (Today's publicists just don't have that old pizazz.) 
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The two versions of the Comfortractor, with and without cabs, flanking another form of rural transport. 


Minneapolis-Moline Comfortractor, 
and it would have been a historic 
one if only it had gone over like 
those others, as perhaps it deserved. 
Instead, like a lot of noble inven- 
tions, it is remembered now, if at 
all, in the musty pages of various 
arcane, specialized journals. We 
came across the Comfortractor in 
the musty pages of I&T for 1938, 
where it was greeted with much 
fanfare. 

While we write of American 
farmers in the aggregate as having 
rejected the Comfortractor, there 
were those who were swept out of 
the mainstream of American agri- 
cultural progress, into the back- 
waters—who bought a Comfortrac- 
tor, rather than a John Deere “D” 
or a Massey-Harris 101. We know 
that a Mr. C. J. Leighton of 
Quinter, Kan., at least, bought one, 
for ii says so iñ I&T. There is even 
a photograph. Mr. Leighton, look- 
ing uncomfortable wearing a tie, is 
standing in front of his new 
Comfortractor with his hands in his 
overcoat pockets, frowning. Did he 
know? < l 


A strange beast 

The Comfortractor, amazingly, 
was intended to serve as a combi- 
nation field machine and family 
car. A kind of mechanical hippo- 
griff. it looked as much like a car 
as anything could with those giant 
rear wheels. Like a Bentley with a 
bloated rear end. It came in two 
models: with a cab, and without; 
or, as the product literature put it, 
coupe and sports roadster. It could 
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achieve speeds of 40 m.p.h. on the 
highway. 

It was, we believe, the first mass- 
produced tractor with a built-on 
cab. But farmers then were not 
ready for a cab, or such a cab. 
That came later, and gradually. A 
tractor that doubles as a car—that 
is an idea whose time has never 


come, at least in this country, but it 
seemed like a natural in 1938. Of 
6.8 million farmers, most, about 5 
million, still were without a tractor. 
It was not so much that the ad- 
vantages of tractor-power were not 
acknowledged, as that times were 
still hard, and if a family had 

(More...) 


The original of this photo is captioned, “Senator Arthur Capper about to enter MM 
Comfortractor.” Well, the Republican from Kansas was certainly taking his time. Perhaps 
he was spellbound by the Comfortractor and was regaining his composure, a common 
reaction (see story). Since the Comfortractor was geared to roll at 40 mph, perhaps he 
could have used it to zip back to Washington to cast a key vote. The photo was taken 
during Comfortractor Days in Topeka, Kan., Dec. 5, 1938. 
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A time-faded illustration of the Comfortractor cab interior, along with its contemporary descendants: Allis, Case, Deere, Ford, IH, 
Massey. White, Woods & Copeland. 


Comfortractor 
(continued) 


money for a tractor, they often 
preferred to lay it out on a new car. 
(And then perhaps migrate to 
California.) A tractor was not 
something they would use every 
day, all year round, that they al 
could use, that was a necessity and 
a luxury—like a car. 

So (the brains at Minneapolis- 
Moline began to whirr), why not 
produce a tractor that is a car? 


Two birds—one stone 

It is not clear why farmers did 
not see the logic of the Comfortrac- 
tor. Maybe they did, but felt about 
a tractor-car combination as their 
wives would have felt about a 
washing machine that churns but- 
ter. It was too different, too sudden 
and radical a departure from 
customary modes. Maybe it was not 
rugged enough as a field machine, 
or not comfy or speedy enough for 


the road. We don’t know. Possibly, 
if the innovations of the Com- 
fortractor had been introduced 
piecemeal over a few years, the 
Comfortractor would have found 
acceptance by 1941, the year it 
went out of production. The Com- 
fortractor cab had a future, but it 
may have been too much too soon. 

Used to bumpy open-air rides on 
steel seats, farmers may have felt 
that an enclosure with a cushiony 
leather seat, rubber floor mat, sun 
visor, radio, clock, cigar lighter, ash 
tray, hot water heater, and ‘‘knick- 
knack shelf" was sissy. 


A night to remember 

Naturally, a tractor so stylish had 
to be introduced with style; and it 
was. The unveiling in Minneapolis’s 
Municipal Auditorium in Septem- 
ber 1938 was a true ag equipment 
gala—perhaps one of the first. 
Two-thousand people were turned 
away for want of space; 12,000 got 
in, and waited breathlessly. I&T 


was there, too. Our reporter wrote: 

“an event which can never be 
forgotten... 

“The rear half of the arena floor 
was devoted to a display of leading 
Minneapolis-Moline tractors, im- 
pressive in itself. The front half of 
the floor and both first and second 
balconies were packed when the 
strains from the 24-piece Gopher 
Orchestra started the evening 
events.... 

“The curtains were drawn to 
reveal one of the most effective 
tractor displays ever witnessed. Five 
models were on the stage, three 
with cabs and two without alter- 
nating in the display, made un- 
usually attractive by pleasing illumi- 
nation and the center model with 
cab being mounted on a rotating 
pedestal. 


Crowd spellbound 
“Seldom, if ever, has such a 
spectacle in the industry afforded a 
(Continued on page 50) 


IMPLEMENT & TRACTOR 


‘$ 


MODEL NO. SML-V-200P 


NEW KUKER 400 Gallon Vertical Poly Side 
Mount sprayer is being introduced to fit more 
tractors. Other models are available with 
capacities from 220 to 600 gallon. Disc and 
planter attachments are available. 


MODEL NO. DQL500P 10A-RNA 


Kuker’s long-style trailer sprayers give you 
better boom visibility and more stability. 
Other models and styles are available from 25 
to 1000 gallon to meet your spraying require- 
ments. 


KUKER INDUSTRIES 
—A LEADER IN THE SPRAYER 
EQUIPMENT INDUSTRY. 

Our equipment includes: 
e Trailers e Front Mounts 
e 3-Points e Truck Skid Mounts 
e Side Mounts e Lawn Sprayers ` 
When you need the best, “Kuker” is the 
sprayer to buy. Distributor discounts 
are available direct to the dealer. 


Write or phone now for complete information. 
KUKER INDUSTRIES, INC. 
4422 McKINLEY STREET 
P.O. BOX 12035, FLORENCE STA. 
OMAHA, .NEBRASKA 68112 
TELE.—(402) 451-8682 
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Comfortractor 
(Continued from page 46) 


better study in human psychology, 
emotions or reactions, whatever one 
chooses to call it. That the large 
audience must express its approval 
was a foregone conclusion. Here 
was a display of tractors of the kind 
that men in the industry had 
dreamed about and had envisioned 
as some day possible. But in their 
reality, or perhaps the splendor of 
their presentation, the first reaction 
of the big audience indicated that it 
was held spellbound. Long mo- 
ments, it seemed they were, tran- 
spired before sufficient composure 
was regained for the salvos of 
applause which eventually fol- 
lowed.” 

(Yes, Minneapolis-Moline was 
one of our biggest advertisers in 
those days.) 

“Then a male quartette takes the 
stage to sing in song and parody of 
the new tractors, while Miss Janie 
Trimlin, Minot, N.D., the ‘Minnie 
Moline’ of the company’s advertis- 
ing, points to the tractors’ features 
as they are mentioned. Then for an 
hour or more, while the new trac- 
tors sparkled under the stage lights, 
some of the best artists in the Twin 
Cities contributed to an imposing 
floor show.” 


Out with a bang 

On December 5, the Minneapolis- 
Moline salesmen who had been 
imposed upon that night, revved up 
their Comfortractors at their 
branches and sub-branches, and 
motored into their sales territories 
for a two-week canvass. Many of 
them left in a parade, with motor- 
cycle escorts out of town and people 
(inns the streets and cheering. In 
Kansas City, newsreel cameras were 
on the scene. When the tractors 
arrived at the dealerships, the 
crowds were large, a few hundred 
to a few thousand. At some places 
people took numbers and waited 
their turn to ride in a Comfortrac- 
tor and listen to its radio. In Plain- 
view, Texas, people came from 
miles around, and stayed overnight. 

That is the last we hear of the 
Comfortractor, with a capital “C.” 
Many people looked, but not many 
bought. We did not know how to 
live with luxury in 1938, but we 
learned. Today, every tractor is a 
comfortractor. C 


GRIMMS « vom" 
HAN. TEDDERS 


SHAKE ‘N’ RAKE 
2 Operations — 1 Machine 
PTO 8 ft. wide 
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Model SUPER | 
PTO 16 ft. wide 


Makes better hay .. . faster. 


Tedds 16 ft. wide — covers 13 acres/hr. 
at 7 m.p.h. Forks sweep hay sideways, 
lift, turn and spread 
uniformly in back 
for fast drying. 


Also the popular 
Grimm Reel Bar 
Tedders in 7 ft. 
width. Ground or 
p.t.o. driven. ey 


Write or phone for full details 
and dealer information. 


G. H. GRIMM CO., INC. 
i Rutland, Vt. 05701: 
Phone: (802) 775-54 
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CERTIFIED SMV 


Steel — Plastic — Decals 


Meets Tough, New ASAE 
Standard. Best Ever. 
402-462-2181 


AG-TRONIC, Inc. Hastings, Nebr. 68901 
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